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The Fiscal 1979 year was marked by staff changes, a major robbery, 
the rejection of our application for the restoration of our George Wash- 
ington painting, the preliminary work needed to get the system ready for 
the reduction of branch hours and staff which took effect at the end of 
the year (June 30, 1979), and the Director's involvement with the State 
and the Eastern Region Committee work. 

In spite of all this, THE LIBRARY “MOUNTAIN” OF BOOKS BORROWED 
REACHED 39,000 FEET, or nearly SEVEN MILES (467,617 ITEMS). Each of 
these, of course, had to be reshelved, and before that could be done 
25,872 OVERDUE ACTIONS had to take place including 3100 PHONE CALLS (517 
HOURS WORTH!) and 3000 BILLS TYPED and MAILED (ANOTHER 100 HOURS). 
$9166.34 was TURNED IN TO THE CITY IN FINES as a result of our efforts. 

Over thirty-one hundred people joined the library plus 2730 who re- 
newed; twenty-six hundred children "joined up" (including 856 who renewed 
their cards). Additional use of the library included requesting factual 
information nearly 35,000 times, and requesting 30,376 books be brought 
from the central library storage shelves for inspection and possible 
borrowing. 

After the record cold spell in January 1979 we had a special rush 
on the central library. During our peak week (February 19-22) we brought 
1000 books out to people from the stacks and issued 2900 items. 

The staff should be commended for continuing to serve the people in 
New Bedford and surrounding areas during this year of changes. 

We lost our: 

COORDINATOR OF CHILDREN'S SERVICES 

CURATOR OF GENEALOGY AND WHALING 

HOWLAND GREEN BRANCH LIBRARIAN 

HEAD, AUDIOVISUAL SECTION 

In addition, we LOST: 

REFERENCE ASSISTANT 

BRANCH ASSISTANTS 

INTERIOAN ASSISTANT 

TECHNICAL SERVICES AIDE 

20-HOUR BRANCH AIDE (Wilks) 
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This year of changes REACHED its CLIMAX with the LAYING OFF of 8 
Aides. UNCOUNTED HOURS were lost in RECRUITING, INTERVIEWING, HIRING, 
TRAINING, JUGGLING SCHEDULES to cover NINE DIFFERENT CONTROL POINTS in 
FIVE buildings for TWO SHIFTS each day. Winter temperatures and lowered 
thermostats brought sickness and the resulting absences closed branches 
and even departments at Central temporarily when staff could not be 
found to man then. . 

The Director was involved in professional duties in the State 
Library Association (Chairman, Education Committee) and the Massachusetts 
Eastern Public Library Region (President, Advisory Council) during the 
year. His effectiveness in these positions was affected by the events 
in this library and by health problems. 

The Trustees are grateful for donations received during the year 
from the Friends, the New Bedford Rotary Club ($200), and other public 
spirited persons. The former presented $285 to various departments of 
the Library, chiefly the Children's Department, for supplies needed to 
hold programs and conduct projects, and donated 25 pictures which were 
placed in circulation. Other gifts to the Trustees were many and took 
various forms. Gratefully received were 550 hard cover books and 144 
paperback books, five volumes of the Heritage of the March (music), two 
recent years of the Harvard magazine, many World War II photographs and 
much local history material. Especially appreciated was the assistance 
given by Red Cross volunteers in assembling our soundproof recording 
booth; also highly valued are the whaleship and other models so meti- 
culously crafted by Mr. Robert Gurney which he entrusted to us on loan. 

A "Notable Event" was the burglary of the Melville Whaling Room in 
which, it appears, someone was able to remain in the building after clos- 
ing and then had unlimited time to break into the display cases, etc. 
Models, scrimshaw, whaling documents, and choice editions of Moby Dick 
were stolen. All were recovered due to the honesty of Mr. Sam Stone who 
runs the Collector's Shop, Inc., in Boston, and who read a small notice 
in the Boston Globe. He called our City Police who took prompt action. 

An application for funds to restore the Library's portrait of George 
Washington, identified by Charles Merrill Mount as a Gilbert Stuart 
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(which authentication was refuted by Marvin Sadik, Director of the 
National Portrait Gallery in Washington), was rejected by the National 
Endowment for the Arts on the grounds that the Library does not serve 
a “museum function". The latter term was not defined and apparently 
the fact that we are listed as a bona-fide museum in three Museum di- 


rectories counts for nil. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Laurence H. Solomon 
Director 





